
DietSense: Mobilizing Ancestral Memories, Advanced Technology and Student Inquiry/Engagement for Health in a Community and High School of El Sereno

Funds of Knowledge

Background What is Youth Participatory Action Research?
In the Fall 2009, the Leadership Development in Interethnic Relations class 

conducted student action research to investigate access to healthy foods and green space in 

El Sereno. The Parent Center hosted weekly classes on Ancestral Foodways with El 

Compadre Guillermo. At the same time, MEChA, a student!led organization on campus, 

created opportunities to connect to the community, promote cultural awareness and 

advance learning. Using computational thinking, students in the Exploring Computer 

Science course created web pages, animation and used smart phones to collect and 

analyze data. UCLA Center X’s TIIP grant allowed teachers to combine the e!orts of 

these schooling participants and come up with a common vision: Through cultural 

awareness, education and self!determination, the Garden Collective will cultivate our communal land and ancestral knowledge. Thus, 

the People’s Garden was developed as a nexus for cooperative inquiry and action around ancestral foodways.
Challenging Dominant ParadigmsResearch as a Critical and Transformative Process

Collective Investigation of a Problem

Partners

Latin American & Mexican American Studies

Leadership Development in Interethnic Relations

Professional Development Providers for the Wilson Garden Collective

•Asian Pacific American Legal Center

•Instituto de Educacion Popular del Sur de California

•Los Angeles County Museum of Art

•Center for Embedded Networked Sensing

•Exploring Computer Science

•Food Justice Conference

•Mujeres de Maíz and Decolonial Food for Thought

Exploring Computer Science

Student Inquiry and Research Groups

Research Questions

•What do we eat? 

•Why do we eat that?
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Wilson High School Garden Collective 

Wilson High School Parent Center
Healthy Start Office

4%1./',+3)7""-/

=2)4,.2$%-',%0)'',.2+3%0',-2#.&%-.%

K.0,$2'-+%E((4$%I,0#*,%@((A%2"-2%

4,B,+(*$%6'(1%2",#'%',$,-'0"%#.%

2",#'%0(11).#2#,$%6(0)$#.&%(.%2",%

4#,2-'3%*'-02#0,$%(6%2",%K.-")-A?%

K.0#,.2%L,F#0(?%-.4%M,.2'-+%

K1,'#0-7%!",3%"-B,%*-'2#0#*-2,4%#.%

8-',.2%M,.2,'%-.4%LCM"K%

$*(.$(',4%,B,.2$%2"-2%#.0+)4,%NC+%

!'),O),P%-.4%"-.41-4,%2('2#++-$7

@.#.-&"/

!"#$%&'()*%(6%$2)4,.2$%#$%0)'',.2+3%

0',-2#.&%-%I,1,4#($%H((A%2"-2%/()+4%@,%

$"-',4%/#2"%2",%+-'&,'%0(11).#237%H3%

0',-2#.&%4(0)1,.2-'#,$%6'(1%#.2,'B#,/$%

(.%-.0,$2'-+%',1,4#,$%6'(1%0(11).#23%

1,1@,'$?%$2)4,.2$%2-*%#.2(%2",#'%(/.%

6).4$%(6%A.(/+,4&,%-$%2",%0,.2,'%(6%2",#'%

#.O)#'3%-.4%",-+2"%*'-02#0,$7%

A&/$+3)4,'/

=2)4,.2$%0',-2,4%',*+#0-$%(6%-.0#,.2%

0(4#0,$%2"-2%4(0)1,.2%2",#'%

6-1#+#,$9%1#&'-2#(.%$2('#,$%2(%2",%

G.#2,4%=2-2,$7%!",3%)$,4%1-.2-?%

0(22(.%1-2,'#-+?%2(%/'#2,%2",#'%

$2('#,$%/#2"%#1-&,$7

4%1./',+3)C.#",(

!",%0(.2,.2%A.(/+,4&,%2"-2%$2)4,.2$%

+,-'.%4'-/$%6'(1%2",%6).4$%(6%A.(/+,4&,%

2"-2%$2)4,.2$%-.4%2",#'%6-1#+#,$%*($$,$$7%

=2)4,.2$%"-B,%2",%(**('2).#23%2(%B-+#4-2,%

2",1$,+B,$%#.%2"#$%0)''#0)+)1%2"-2%#$%

6(0)$,4%(.%",-+2"?%6((4$%-.4%B#$)-+%-'2$%6('%

*($#2#B,%0)+2)'-+%-.4%-0-4,1#0%#4,.2#2#,$7%

4-?+%1.-)D.16%"3"=(

=2)4,.2$%)$,%-%/#4,%'-.&,%(6%

0(1*)2,'%$0#,.0,%D#,+4$%2(%

,F*+(',%2",%/-3$%#.%/"#0"%

2",$,%2((+$%1-3%@,%)$,4%

',$*(.$#@+3%-.4%0',-2#B,+37%

!"'()&"%/,@%4,$#&.?%

*'(&'-11#.&?%'(@(2#0$%-.4%

',$,-'0"?%$2)4,.2$%1-A,%

0(..,02#(.$%@,2/,,.%

2,0".(+(&3%-.4%',-+Q+#6,%

*'(@+,1$%2"-2%0-.%@,%$(+B,4%

)$#.&%2",$,%2((+$7

!"#2$'+'&"%+3)

D6&%E&%=

=2)4,.2%-',%,F*($,4%

2(%1,2"(4$%2"-2%

#.0+)4,%*'(@+,1Q

$(+B#.&?%4,$#&.?%

0(..,02#(.%2(%(2",'%

4#$0#*+#.,$?%2,-1%

@)#+4#.&%-.4%0'#2#0-+%

2"#.A#.&%-@()2%2",%

',+,B-.0,%-.4%#1*-02%

0(1*)2,'%$0#,.0,%"-$%

(.%$(0#,237%
;+,'&1&2+'",()<.%/&%=

=2)4,.2$%)$,%-.%

-**'(-0"%2(%4-2-%

0(++,02#(.%-.4%-.-+3$#$%

/#2"%1(@#+,%*"(.,$%

-.4%/,@%$,'B#0,$%2(%

0(++,02?%-.-+35,%-.4%

#.2,'*',2%4-2-%(.%6((4%

-.4%4'#.A%*'-02#0,$%#.%

2",%0(11).#237%%!",3%

)$,%2,0".(+(&#0-+%2((+$%2(%

*',$,.2%2",#'%D#.4#.&$%2(%2",%

+-'&,'%0(11).#23%-2%2",%<,-+2"3%

=2-'2%E-#',%-.4%(2",'%B,.),$7

0%'.,-&/1&23&%+,()

!"'()&"%>#,2=,.$,?%-%

*-'2#0#*-2('3%$,.$#.&%

1(@#+,%-**+#0-2#(.%2"-2%

0(++,02$%4-2-%(.%6((4%-.4%

4'#.A%*'-02#0,$%#.%2",%

0(11).#23?%$2)4,.2$%-',%

1-A#.&%0(..,02#(.$%2(%

&-'4,.#.&%*'-02#0,$%-.4%

-.0,$2'-+%6((4/-3$%-$%-%

1,-.$%2(%4,B,+(*%

-/-',.,$$%2"-2%/()+4%

*'(1(2,%2",%',1,1@,'#.&%

(6%-.0,$2'-+%0)+2)'-+%-.4%

-&'#0)+2)'-+%*'-02#0,$7

Long-term Vision
To develop a Healthy Foods Campaign to end food 
insecurity in the community while supporting school-
based gardens and publishing student-led research.


