Nonfiction Unit

Essential Standards: 

· I ask questions about what I am reading so I can connect it to what I already know. (2.2)

· I answer simple questions about what I read. (2.3)

· I can identify the main idea and supporting details of an expository text. (2.5)

· I know the different types of literature like, poetry, drama, fiction, and nonfiction. (3.1)

· I can figure out the author’s message in fiction and non-fiction text. (3.4)

Embedded Standards:

· I use titles, tables and contents, glossaries, indexes, and headings to find information. (2.1)

· I identify important information about a text, including problems and solutions. (2.6)
·  I know how to decode new words, including words with many syllables. (1.1, 1.2)

· I read fluently with expression. (1.3)
· I use context to figure out the meaning of new words. (1.6)

· I use a dictionary to learn about words. (1.7)

· I use prefixes and suffixes to understand the meaning of words. (1.8)

Curriculum Mapping

	Date
	Teacher Plans
	Student Activity

	Session 1

The difference between Fiction and Nonfiction

Fiction and nonfiction books for partners to browse and separate
	Minilesson

Readers of Fiction get lost in the book, Nonfiction readers are ready to learn something new.  Ways to tell the difference between the two genres.  Brainstorm a few together.

(captions, photos, headings, subheadings, glossary, table of contents)
	Independent Strategy

Each partnership gets a bunch of books and decides which genre they belong to and what evidence helps them decide.

*Share: Add to the list of fiction and nonfiction text structures.

	
	Guided Reading


	Conferences

	Session 2

Author’s Purpose For Writing Nonfiction/

Genres within nonfiction

Cookbook, menu, travel guide, brochure, articles, biography, info text

	Minilesson

Readers of Fiction get lost in the book, Nonfiction readers are ready to learn something new.  Author’s of nonfiction want to teach you something.  The purposes are varied.  Go over the purpose of each type of nonfiction.  Make a chart.
	Independent Strategy

Each partnership gets different genre of nonfiction and tries to decide what the author is trying to teach.  Look at clues in headings, diagrams, etc.

*Share

	
	Guided Reading


	Conferences

	Session 3

Using Text Structures to help us preview and determine author purpose

Article for read aloud: Break Dancing 
Michael Jackson, King of Pop
	Minilesson

Different way of reading.  Getting our selves revved up to read by Prereading and deciding what this book might want to teach us.
	Independent Strategy

Preread in partnerships and then read each section together.  

(use headings, table of contents to create expectations)

*Share: Make a poster of what we can do to read nonfiction with power

p19

	
	Guided Reading


	Conferences

	Session 4

Summarizing what we read into boxes and bullets

Breakdancing

Partner texts to share
	Minilesson

Together read through breakdancing and sort it into boxes and bullets after each heading or subheading. 
	Independent Practice

Read the same book or article at your level as your partner.  practice summarizing with boxes and bullets in your notebook.

*Share: did you find the same boxes and bullets as your partner?



	
	Guided Reading

Small group with an article to summarize box and bullets style


	Conferences

	Session 5

Choosing Just Right Texts in Nonfiction 
	Mini-lesson: 

Whistle demonstration to show how fluency matters (51), signs to watch for when choosing a book poster.  
	Independent Practice

Read and summarize, making sure our reading is strong and long.

	
	Guided Reading

Small group with an article to summarize box and bullets style


	Conferences

	Session 6

Asking Questions and Learning new Vocabulary

Text to read together and teach word structure and apposition
	Minilesson:

When we read about a new topic, sometimes they use words that are new to us.  We can use a glossary, bold type, apposition to help us learn new words.  Write these words down on a post it as new vocabulary
	Independent Practice

Students read and summarize, but challenge themselves to figure out one new word.

	
	Guided Reading

Small group with an article to figure out the meaning of a new word.


	Conferences

	Session 7

Teaching others what we learn from Nonfiction Texts


	Minilesson:

Use a text to demonstrate how once you learn something, you can teach your partner about it as an expert.   Use gestures and drama to share your teaching
	Independent Practice

Students read and summarize.  Stop mid workshop and share something you have become an expert on.  Teach your partner something new.

	
	Guided Reading

Small group with an article to figure out the meaning of a new word.
	

	Session 8

Studying pictures and diagrams to help us notice and wonder (76)
	Minilesson:

Look carefully at a diagram or photograph and caption together.  Notice details, and wonder things.  Post it questions about the photograph or diagram.  
	Independent Practice

Read your own text and when you come to a diagram or photo stop to really notice and wonder things.  

*Share: Use the diagram or Photo to teach your partner something new.

	
	Guided Reading

Small group with an article to figure out the meaning of a new word.
	Conference

	Session 9

Grasping Main Ideas in Nonfiction Texts

Memory game(85)


	Mini Lesson

Play the memory game, and discuss how categorizing information can help you to remember more things.  

When we read let’s categorize our information.  Read Octopus together and categorize info box and bullet style.
	Independent Practice

Categorize when reading today.  Think about your teaching while you read.

*Share: One category of information you learned today.

	
	Guided Reading

Small group with an article to categorize information
	Conference

	Session 10

Asking Why and How Come?  To help us grow our conversations and ideas (104)


	Minilesson:

Model with a text how to ask real questions about a topic and then go back and answer those questions and share with a partner.
	Independent Practice

Practice asking questions when reading and going back to answer texts.

Share: learning with partner

	
	Guided Reading

Small group with an article to categorize information
	Conference 

	Session 11

Talking and Thinking in Response to our Texts(122)


	Minilesson:

Create a chart with starters that we can use to discuss and think about our reading.  Model reading an article and using these starters.
	Independent Practice

Practice using the strategies we’ve learned so far

Share: use the chart to spur discussion with a partner

	
	Guided Reading

Small group with an article to use these talking and thinking strategies.
	Conference 

	Session 12

Readers are Responsible for using the whole page to figure out a new word(127)
	Minilesson

Read a text together in which there are difficult words.  Use context clues to build a general understanding of the word.
	Independent Practice

Try to conclude at least the meaning for one word in our reading today.

Share: Teach your new word to your partner and show them where you got your evidence from.  See if they agree with your definition.

	
	Guided Reading

Context clues
	Strategy Group

	Session 13

Reflect on how our reading of fiction and nonfiction differ


	Minilesson:

Make a Venn diagram of how our reading work has shown us that fiction and nonfiction are the same and different.  What we do as readers is different.  
	Assess with a nonfiction reading passage.

	
	
	


