Folktales Reader’s Workshop Mini-lessons
1/26/20
TB: Teacher Background     TP:  Teaching Point     AE:  Active Engagement        
IW: Independent Work

TB: Text Features:

o       Stories passed down – originally – from one generation to another
o       Characters may include inanimate objects that speak
o       Teach a moral or lesson
o       Goodness and intelligence prevails over evil and foolishness
Suggested Read Alouds/Mentor Texts:

o       Anansi (Trickster Tale)
o       Cinderella 

o       Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters 
o       Why Mosquitoes Buzz in People’s Ears: A West African Tale
Popular Children’s Fantasy Books

o       The Gingerbread Man (Danish Folktale)
o       The Sun Girl and Moon Boy (Korean Folktale)
o       Alice in Wonderland 

o       Double Trouble
o 
American Tall Tales (ex. David Crockett)

(An extra list of extra books will be attached)

ML1: Intro to Folktales
TB: A folktale is a short-fictional story usually formed from an oral tradition. Fables, fairy tales, tall tales, legends, myths and trickster tales are folktales. They usually discuss universal truths, lesson and values related to people, their actions, and/ or material good that is valued by a group that creates a folktale.  These tales tells what happens to those who do not obey the group traditions.

TP: Ask students about they know about folktales along w/ its subgenres:
(Tall Tales, Fairytales, Trickster Tales, Legends (Porquoi Tales), Myths and Fables). If needed, may use the KWL chart to write down their oral input. 

AE:  Give each group a set of trickster tales, tall tales, fairytales, fables, legends and myths. Have students identify which subgenre they believe their folktale falls under when reading them as a group. When presenting have students share out as a group about what they discovered about their specific folktale and why it would fall under such category. 

IW: Give the students more folktales to read. Have students start thinking what elements should a folktale have? Are the elements of a folktale the same as a realistic fiction story?
ML2: Intro to the Elements of Folktales
TB: Characters, Place, Time, Plot: Includes a Promise, Magic, Explains Natural Events and Theme: Good vs. Evil

TP: May talk about ML1 to make a connection. Today I want to teach you how readers notice and wonder about their books even before they start to read the story. Do readers ask about the elements of a folktale when reading? If so, why would they? RA: Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters. 
AE: As you read the mentor text review the pre-reading strategy:

Ø
 Look at the cover, title, and read the blurb on the back.

Also make sure that as you read, you ask the following questions to students as part of the class discussion:
Ø          What do you notice?  Who are the characters in the story?
Ø          What is different about folktales than other books we have been reading?  What will we need to look for?

Ø          When reading folktales, readers are reminded that the structure of folktales is similar to the structure of other fiction books. Where does the setting takes place?

Ø          What is the plot of the story? Is there conflict amongst its characters? Is there a solution to the problem?

Ø 
  Is there a lesson to be learned?

IW: Students can read folktales books (if available) independently.  If you’re library is not organized by genre you can have groups of students find folktales books. Any should ask such questions as they read their folktales (Folktale Elements Worksheet Attached)
ML3: Element 1: Character Analysis

TB: Characters are usually uncomplicated and not much change is done throughout the story. If any change occurs, the character only changes his/her mindset. The hero of any folktale is usually kind or fair. At times it may have magical powers.

TP: Ask students about what do they believe about the characteristic traits of a folktale character to be? Talk about Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters.

AE: Read a couple excerpts from ______________and Why Mosquitoes Buzz in People’s Ears: A West African Tale. Compare and contrast the character traits. Use a Venn Diagram when modeling when finding commonalities and differences between character traits. When reading the excerpt ask the students the following questions:

Ø 
What are the character traits of this character (MT1)?

Ø 
What are the character traits for this character in (MT2)?

Ø 
Are there any commonalities between the characters in both folktales, if so what is it?
IW: Have students do a Venn Diagram when comparing the character in the folktale they read the prior day along w/the one from their neighbor.

ML 4: Setting

TB: Folktales do not use much descriptive language to describe the setting. In many folktales there is a message the author tries to convey. The place where the story does not really matter, what matters is the lesson learned.

TP: Read experts from a Cinderella Story and ________ story. Over emphasize on “Once upon a time, Long time ago in a very far away place, In a small village off the coast of Nigeria…”

AE: Ask students. Student may pair-share before answering the following questions:

Ø 
Where does the story take place?

Ø 
Is there any descriptive language being used to allows us to visualize of the setting the writer is talking about?

Ø 
Why do you think folktales do not spend a lot time writing about the setting? 

Ø 
Is the setting important in a folktale?

Ø 
Does the setting differ from a fantasy story? Is so, why?

IW: Have students identify the setting in the fairytale he/she is reading.

ML 5: Plot

TB: The use of repetition in folktales can be used to have the reader understand the problem and how a solution is applied.

TP: Folktales just like realistic fiction stories have a beginning, middle and end. In most of the folktales there is usually a problem and a solution. Throughout the story, the characters are usually faced w/ obstacles he/she must overcome. Sometimes magic (ex. Cinderella) might help or outsmarting evil will do to (Anansi, The Tortoise and the Hare). 

AE: Ask students the following questions:

Ø 
How does Cinderella solve her problem?

Ø 
How do the 3 Little Pigs outsmart the Fox?

IW: Have students identify the problem and solution for their specific fairytale.

ML 6: Author’s Purpose (possible universal theme)/Response to Literature

TB: All folktales have a message the author wants to convey to its audience. Many of the lessons to be learned have to do w/ universal values. How do we become better people and how do we take care of our environment? In another words, the author invites for the reader to self-analyze (ex. fables (humbleness vs. vanity, honesty vs. dishonesty), myths, trickster…) himself/herself. 

TP: All folktales have a message the author wants to convey to its author. Many of them have to do w/ universal values. Overall being conscious w/the self and the environment that surrounds us. It invites the reader to self-analyze him/herself (ex. fables, myths, trickster…). Review the folktales that have been discussed throughout the weeks.

AE: Ask the students the following questions:

Ø 
Where there any moral/lessons to be read in the stories we have read/discussed throughout the week?

Ø 
Are there any universal themes? If so, what are they?

Ø
Can you apply this lesson/moral to your daily life?

IW: Have students identify the moral/lesson to the specific folktale they have been reading. Students may write a letter w/ a connection in where the reader know whether they can apply (or have applied) the moral/lesson learned to their daily life.

