Minilesson, Conferring, and Small Group Toolkit
Why/ What’s the Purpose?

· Teach instead of just tell

· By showing/ mentoring

· To be prepared to meet the students’ needs

What is it?

· Can be a 10 pocket folder, a binder, an accordion folder…whatever you feel comfortable using to organize your resources

What’s in it?
· Own demo pieces that you’ve written to share with your kids

a. 1st version= pictures only

· teach labeling

· teach how to use picture to write a sentence

b. 2nd version= has pictures and some labels

· teach more specific labeling

· adding more text to describe picture

c. 3rd version= pictures, labels and “bare bones” writing

instruction on more elaboration strategies

· teach how to add more details

· show how to add more sentences

d. well-written version

· more focused

· show students how to make writing more sophisticated

· Mirror Writing

· Looking at what kinds of writing the kids are doing and trying to mirror it.

· Prepare pieces that anticipates the things you expect the students to do or do one on the spot

· Say, “Oh. That’s something I do too. Let me show you how I would work on that.”

· Student Mentor Examples

· Collect samples to show kids how other kids did it

· Have a post-it behind the sample listing what the possible teachable moments are

· Mentor Text (1-2) 

· Small charts you’ve been using with the kids

· ABC chart

· Thinking maps

· Name chart

· Editing Checklist

· Charts in the classroom that can be made into a miniature version 

· Possible research questions

· Blank conference record sheet
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· Extra blank papers the kids use so that it’s readily available during conferring

· Carry pencil, paper, scissors, boo-boo tape, overhead marker etc..

