Moving Towards Essay Writing

Writing Goals for this Essay Unit (Chart)

1. We learn about essays.

2. We learn to express our ideas.

3. We show/ support ideas with beautifully written stories (anecdotes).

4. We learn to write fast, a lot, and for real reasons.

5. We learn new structures.

Getting Started

· Establish link from personal narrative to personal essay

· Link ways of reading, thinking, writing

· Move to idea based writing

· Improve and tighten storytelling craft- add more anecdotes/ small moments

· Writing fluently and fast

· Structure(s)

Part 1

· Introduce issues/ ideas/ themes

Introduce students to the vocabulary through Read Alouds, showing them that stories serve other purposes and that they can highlight issues we face in our lives (e.g. Oliver Button is a Sissy, Baghead Princess, etc.)

· Look back at the stories you wrote in your notebook

· Annotate stories and look for overarching issues/ themes. Go through stories and label what you see, whether it be craft, themes, issues etc.

· Add new entries/ small moments to your notebook. Stories can be short, purposeful and can be examples of your ideas/ issues

· Look across entries. Again, annotate/ label and search for themes

· Come up with a thesis 

· Create issues wall where students can pull ideas from and write more stories. Student should have 3-6 small moments and 2-3 ideas

Introduction

1. Say idea as a full sentence

2. Say in other words

3. This feels important because

4. I think I first realized this or started to cope…

5. I see this idea or it reminds me (books, places, etc.)

6. On the other hand, I wonder…

7. New insights or work that fleshes out ideas from sentence to paragraph

Example: 


Trying something new can lead to interesting experiences, opportunities and learning. In other words, it can broaden your personal world and give you a better perspective on life. This is important because it is a way of thinking that can open doors to things you realized you could never do. I first understood this when I started university and saw that my experiences could be richer if I stepped outside my “safe” box. I am reminded of this by Robert Frost who said that he took the road less traveled and that made all the difference in his life. I often wonder if I hadn’t tried those things, how less rich in quality my life might be. 

Transitions

Introduction

· First, also, in addition…

· For example, for instance

· First I want to share/ show

· Now I want to

· I want you to understand

· Remember

· You’ll be surprised

Conclusion

· The big idea I have now is…

· The thing is…

· What I’ve realized..

· This feels so important because..

