Engaging the Disengaged

Categories of Disengagement

1. Allergic to the process

2. Can’t find anything to write about

3. Talk, talk, talk

4. Check if what they’re doing is right

We have to adjust our teaching and/or behaviors in order to change theirs.

1. Allergic to the Process

Make what they’re doing measureable/ quantifiable rather than just qualitative. 

Strategies: 


· Put a . where they left off and an x where you want them to get too. 

· Set goals that are quantifiable by….

· writing them down 

· Example: If collecting entries, then ask the student, “How many entries will they be collecting?” 

· Connect kids to mentor texts they like and use it as a model

· Talk about revision as “experimentation” instead of fixing

2. Kids who can’t find anything to write about

Strategies:

· Vary demonstration writing so topics are different

· Vary emotions in your demo writing

· Vary situations/ circumstances that you’re in

· What kind of topics exist in their lives that I can write about for my sample demos: love, identity, self-image, parent-child, divorce, fitting in etc.

3. Talk, talk, talk
Strategies:
· Establish a talk time where students can pair share

· Create a talk place (with a timer) where students talk with someone else about their writing and record what they have done. 

	Name
	Purpose
	Where will you find it

	
	
	


4. Always checking what they’ve done if right

Strategies:

· Make mistakes and show how you deal with it

· Organize your charts like a reference book **

· Purposefully ignore raised hands
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