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Abstract: In an effort to recognize and acknowledge the needs of our lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and questioning (LGBTQ) students, we come together as a group of teachers concerned with the inclusion of LGBTQ literature, literature by LGBTQ authors, and LGBTQ issues in the English classroom.  As a result of our past teacher collaboration in the UCLA Writing Project Study Group on Homophobia, we have accumulated sizable research experience.  We will build on this experience to learn more about classroom-appropriate LGBTQ literature, to pilot this literature in our classrooms, and to disseminate this information to other teachers and schools. We will engage in research to publish an annotated bibliography of LGBTQ literature, develop and pilot curriculum materials related to pieces of the researched literature, attend and present our research at California Association of Teachers of English and National Council of Teachers of English conferences, as well as hold a teacher workshop to help English teachers integrate LGBTQ literature into existing units of study. Team members will complete college coursework addressing Queer Theory or other contemporary LGBTQ issues.  Sponsoring a student writing contest centered on LGBTQ issues will result in a published anthology of student work and cash prizes for the winners.  An overarching outcome is to create an online community of learners in the form of a simple, independent website where we will share the materials we have developed.
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