What is the Algebra Project? 
How can it empower teachers to rethink curriculum?

Algebra Project's 5-step curricular process: 
1) Grounding Metaphor: Start with a concrete experience
2) People Talk: Describe changes and relationships through stories and pictures
3) Feature Talk: Identify the features that are changing
4) Iconic Representation: Create icons to represent the features and build iconic sentences

5) Abstract Symbolic Representation (ASR): Introduce the notation used by mathematicians
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1) “Making-Do” activity and Mathematization - 45 mins

- Write a story for a time you had to "make-do"
- Draw a picture that tells your story
- Small group sharing of stories – (Table-Share)
- Small group charting the features in common to identify the features of a “make-do” story
- Whole class agreement on the list of features
- Individual iconic sentences to tell the “make-do” story
- Group chart of an iconic representation of a make-do story
- Students decipher the meaning of other team's icons

- Discussion about features

2) Discussion of the rationale behind the 5-step curricular process - 10 mins

- Class discussion on equivalence, where it rears its head, and how this process helps to correct student misconceptions


3) Participants spend time reflecting on ways they could incorporate the 5-step process in their teaching - 10 mins

4) Discussion around building equity in the classroom and suggestions for involving more social justice issues/awareness while teaching in this manner - 10 mins

Session Outcome and Goals
· Participants will learn the 5-step curricular process and apply it to a personal situation

· Participants will reflect on the benefits to this teaching method

· Participants will develop their own adaptations to this style and how they could incorporate it in their teaching

· Participants will engage in a conversation around involving students in social justice issues

· The Algebra Project has a goal of spreading the 5-step curricular process and techniques for creating equity in the classroom

· The Algebra Project would like to extend its network of math teachers and social justice workers to create more opportunities for all students to get involved

Find us! Like us!

Evan.rushton@gmail.com

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Los-Angeles-Algebra-Project
