
Our Words Have Power
Throughout the year we have taken notice when the students in Room 19 said particularly insightful and meaningful things.  We often have them quickly write down what they said so we can post it in our board of quotes.  This honoring of their important words has led to amazing discussions, with students agreeing and disagreeing with their peers in respectful ways.  

Students have spontaneously asked to record our classroom conversations.  Now it is common place in Room 19 for students to read back their written classroom conversations and to work as partners to reconstruct the words of their peers.

Often our conversations lead to new questions to research and new ideas to explore.

Thoughts about Toussaint’s quote “Words Have Power”…

“Every word you say is important – even if it’s mean.”

Noah Baskin

“Words have power,” means to me that you can understand people’s ideas without using your body like pushing or shoving.

Jordyn Houston

“Words have power,” means to me if you say someone is stupid it would make them feel bad. They would feel hurt.  But if you say something like “I like you and you are a very respectful person, “ it would make them happy inside and feel good.

Toussaint Bythewood

“I think, “Words have power,” means words can hurt you and make you feel good.”

Liam Herrera

Thoughts about Freedom…

“If one person is free than we should all be free.”

Nora Alwash

Thoughts about Change…
“When you want to make a change, start in. Then you spread the change like butter.  Think before you make change, because if it is permanent you might regret your change.  There are some changes in the world you cannot control, so you have to go with them.”

Nicholas Frederick Chorpita

“There are all kinds of changes. Some things you can’t change.  You can’t go away from school. You cannot get rid of your teachers.  I don’t want to do that though.”

       William Brenner

“You can do something right all the time to make changes everyday.”

Kana Okubu

“Some things you can’t change, like a new brother. You can’t pass it but you grow to love him.”

Milan Valenzuela

“If you change something it can to be hard to change it back – but at least you made a change.”
Charlie Kroner

“Even though you do different things and you may go a different way – you are still the same person.  You just grow and change.”

   Jessica Korobkin

A Conversation about…

Sit In: How Four Friends Stood Up by Sitting Down 
by Andrea Davis Pinkney
Toussaint brought in this book from home.  He asked to read it to the class because it connected to our research on Jackie Robinson and the color line.  It tells the story of the Greensboro Lunch Counter Sit Ins.

Marley: 
They stood up for black people.

Charlie:
They didn’t use weapons.

Toussaint:
They used their words.

Millen:
There was a domino effect.  They didn’t use weapons.  They used their hearts and brains.  
Toussaint:  
I agree with Millen.  They never gave up.

Milan:
They changed segregation in diners.  Other people did the same thing in other places.

Jordyn:
They fought with their hearts.

Millen:
They did not use weapons.  They used their heart.

Toussaint:
They were surviving segregation.

Thoughts about Jackie Robinson and MLK Jr…
“Jackie Robinson and Rosa Parks were like each other because they both didn’t listen to rules they thought were wrong and made a great change.”

Sam Sackett

“Jackie Robinson made a difference in the world by getting blacks to play with the whites…Everyone makes a difference because they make changes.”

Alicia Cannon

“Jackie Robinson didn’t want to be separate – he said if is somebody is a slave, Americans are not free.”

   



Spencer Firestone

“If Martin Luther King Jr. did not make a difference then Marley would not be my friend.”

Remy Navarre

“Do not hate, you must be a role model so you will help people not hate … “

Mariella Rickel

“Don’t underestimate your ability or the abilities of others.”

Andre Blander Rodriguez

“You can do something right…all the time.”

Josie Ward-Lombardo

“Everybody should be free – no one should be judged by his or her color.  No one should be a slave – they should be free!!!”

Jason Sraberg

A Conversation about…
The Other Side 
by Jacqueline Woodson
This read aloud tells the story of Clover and Annie, two young girls, one black and one white, that live next door with just an old wood fence separating them and how they found a way to become friends.
William: 
They were upset that they couldn’t play together.

Toussaint:
It reminds me of segregation.  

I think they wanted to be friends but they weren’t allowed.

Marley:
The sides couldn’t have freedom.

Remy:

I think the fence never ends.
Millen:
They are not separated only in America.  

They are separated all over the world.

Sam:
Clover is like Martin Luther King Jr. and the rest of the girls are her followers.

Charlie: 
They are sad because they can’t go over the fence.

Spencer:
I think they are going to end up being friends because they smiled at each other.

Andre:
The book is about freedom.

Kana:
Before she was scared of Annie, then when they met they were friends.

Milan: 
I was like Annie.  When I came to this new class I was scared and didn’t like it, but now that I know everyone better I like it and am not scared anymore.
William:
You were brave to tells us that, Milan.

Jason:
Bad things happen in life, but everything can get fixed.
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