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Project Description - As my eighth 
graders read Party Girl by Lynne 
Ewing, we blogged about the 
novel’s plot, characters and, as this 
example shows, literary theme.
 
As seen in the picture above, the prompt was “What are two themes of Party Girl?  Explain why 
you think each is a theme.  Then, explain whether the theme is true in your life (or how it relates 
to your life).  Make sure you write a complete paragraph for each theme.”
 
There were several goals:

1. Get the students to think about the themes of the book
2. Provide textual evidence to support their views
3. Think about how the theme may or may not be true in their own lives.

 
Goals one and two above are standard ELA fare.  But our goals for this grant have been to use 
the literacy that students bring to the classroom (which is often not validated by school) and to 
use it to help them understand the more traditional ELA cannon.  
 
Blogging about theme was the perfect opportunity. Using the literacy of technology and the 
literacy of their own lives, students were responded to the prompt with evidence from their own 
lives. 
 
Scroll down to see student work, or click here to see all comments. 
 
Click here to learn a trick for responding to students via email instead of on the blog. 
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