Unit of Study: Building a Reading Life
Lesson 7

Minilesson

Teaching Point:


Materials:


Connection:


Teach


Active Involvement


Link:

Readers can choose how we feel about books, either reading them as if they are gold or being a curmudgeon toward them.








Stone Fox; prepare to read from Chapter 7, from “Little Willy loved dogs” (p. 60).


Copy of the text you’ll read for each child for use in the active involvement.








Set students up to learn that they can read like curmudgeons or they can open up and let books and reading matter to them.


“Readers, before I begin, I want you each to have an excerpt from Stone Fox.  We have read this passage before, but we are going to reread it today in the minilesson.  For now just put it down in front of you, and I will let you know when you need it.  


“Readers, do you know what a curmudgeon is?  A curmudgeon is a cranky person.” Elaborate and give examples.


Name your teaching point.  Specifically, tell students that we need to let books in if they are going to matter.


“Today, I want to teach that readers must choose what our relationship toward books will be.  We can be a curmudgeon toward books.  Or we can let books matter to us, reading them like they’re gold.”





Read a selected book in a disengaged way, showing students that readers can in books like this.


“Let me show you what it’s like when I read a bit of Stone Fox like a curmudgeon…”


Read in a cranky, disinterested voice, hemming and hawing as you read.  Stop reading, yawn, and look around the room.





Set students up to continue reading, with disengagement, the text you’ve begun reading, this time to each other.


“Get with a reading friend.  One of you pick up the text in front of you and read as a curmudgeon to your classmate.  Remember to sound cranky, as if this is the worst book you’ve ever read.”  Only one partner needs to read aloud.  Add a little drama (voiceovers) while they are reading aloud by playing up the feigned disengagement, channeling readers to do the same. 


“Readers, you sounded like the most bored, disengaged, cranky curmudgeons I’ve ever heard!  That was kind of fun, but the truth is that some of us sometimes actually do approach books like that!”


Set students up to read the next section of text as if it is gold.  Start them off by reading a few lines of it aloud yourself.


“Now, change your mind-set and this time, read the next section of the book as if it were gold.  Let me show you what I mean.”  Pick up the book and read the next bit with gestures and facial expressions that reflect rapt attention to the content.


“With the person next to you, continue on, reading as if it is gold.”  After students have some time to read, stop them.  “Reader’s when we read a book like it’s gold, it’s more than just reading like we’re interested, or reading with expression.  It’s also being open to the story and letting whatever happens to the characters happen to us, too.  It’s letting a book really matter to us.”





Send students off to read their independent reading books, reminding them they can choose to read those books like they are gold.


“That was beautiful!  So, readers, we can approach a book like a tough–skinned curmudgeon, or we can approach a book expecting it to matter.  Right now open up your own books and start to read them like gold.  I will tap you on the shoulder when it’s time for you to go back to your seat.  Don’t forget to fill out your logs when you get back to your seat, and then to continue to read your book as if it is gold.
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