Nonfiction Unit of Study


	3RD GRADE

	#
	Teaching Point
	Resources

	LAUNCHING

	1
	Readers notice that narrative and expository text contain different elements, and both of these may be able to convey information in a different way.  
	· Lessons in Comprehension, p. 107
· Teaching Comprehesion Strategies All Readers Need
· Nonfiction Reading Power, Lesson 1, p. 51, p. 53-54; Miller, p. 144; HM Theme 4: Compare and Contrast)

	2
	Readers stop, think, and react to new information by recognizing the language of new learning. 
	· Primary Comprehension Toolkit – Activate and Connect, Lesson 7,
· Comprehension. Toolkit – Activate and Connect, Lesson 5)

	3
	Readers approach the reading of nonfiction differently than fiction and know that we do not always read nonfiction from beginning to end.
	· Lessons in Comprehension, p. 116

· Nonfiction Reading Power, p. 51 & 53

· HM Theme 1: Parts of a Book

	SCHEMA

	4
	Readers combine our background knowledge with text and picture clues to make inferences, make predictions, visualize, and infer the big ideas of the text.
	· Primary Comprehension Toolkit – Infer and Visualize, Lesson 15

	5
	Readers connect what they read to our own experiences to enhance reading.
	· Nonfiction Reading Power – Chapter 6

	6
	Readers combine what we know with new information to understand text.
	· Teaching Comp. Strategies All Readers Need

	TEXT FEATURES

	7
	Readers notice the visual and text features of nonfiction and understand they signal importance and have a purpose.
	· Primary Comprehension Toolkit –Monitoring Comprehension, Lesson 2
· Lessons in Comprehension, p. 105
· Nonfiction Reading Power, p. 60 – feature search
· HM Theme 4: Charts, Tables, Graphs

	8
	Readers understand that the purpose of nonfiction features is to give readers more information and a more complete understanding. 
	· Primary Comprehension Toolkit – Monitoring Comprehension, Lesson 3
· Reading with Meaning, p. 148 
· HM Theme 4: Charts, Tables, Graphs)

	9
	Readers infer from features, pictures, and words to learn new information. 
	· Primary Comprehension Toolkit – Infer and Visualize, Lesson 14
· HM Theme 4: Charts, Tables, Graphs

	DETERMINING IMPORTANCE

	10
	Readers distinguish between interesting details and important information to help determine what to learn and remember. 
	· Primary Comprehension Toolkit – Determining Importance, Lesson 16;
· Reading with Meaning, p. 155
· Nonfiction Reading Power, Chapter 5, p. 89, p. 90 – 91 – THIEVES
· HM, Theme 2: Noting Details; Topic, Main Idea, Details; Taking Notes

	11
	Readers paraphrase important information to put the information into our own words so we better understand it. 
	· Primary Comprehension Toolkit – Determining Importance, Lesson 17; 
· HM, Theme 2: Topic, Main Idea, Details; Taking Notes)

	12
	Readers summarize information about a topic to help us learn and remember important information without telling too much 
	· Primary Comprehension Toolkit –Summarizing and Synthesizing, Lesson 19
·  HM, Theme 2: Topic, Main Idea, Details; Taking Notes

	13
	Readers stop and think to synthesize the information as they go to determine the author’s message or viewpoint.
	· Primary Comprehension Toolkit –Summarizing and Synthesizing , Lesson 20
· Units of Study (Calkins), Unit 3, Lesson 2, p. 30 – 40
· HM Theme 2: Author’s Viewpoint

	14
	Readers grasp main ideas in texts by categorizing information 
	· Units of Study (Calkins), Unit 3, Lesson 5, p. 82 – 93

· HM Theme 2: Categorize and Classify

	ASKING QUESTIONS AND FINDING ANSWERS

	15
	Readers think and wonder about new learning and jot down new learning and questions in an I Learned/I Wonder T-chart. 
	· Primary Comprehension Toolkit –Asking Questions, Lesson 8
· HM Theme 2: Taking Notes


	16
	Readers are curious and ask lots of questions and sometimes find the answers. 
	· Primary Comprehension Toolkit –Asking Questions,, Lesson 9
· HM Theme 5: Making Inferences)

	17
	Readers keep a question in mind to try to answer, but realize that not all questions will be answered. 
	· Primary Comprehension Toolkit –Asking Questions, Lesson 10
· HM Theme 4: Draw Conclusions

	18
	Readers use text features to find answers to our questions.  
	· Primary Comprehension Toolkit –Asking Questions,, Lesson 11

	19
	Readers use our connections to ask good questions.  
	· Teaching Comp. Strategies. All Readers Need

	NONFICTION TEXT STRUCTURES

	20
	Readers preview text in order to get a sense of what is contained in them so we read them more effectively.  
	· Lessons in Comprehension, p. 103
· Interactive Think-Alouds, p.. 12 – 13

	21
	Readers notice that informational text is written differently than story text.  
	· Lessons in Comprehension, p. 110
· HM: Text Organization


	4th Grade

	#
	Teaching Point
	Resources

	Launching

	1
	Readers notice that fiction and nonfiction contain different elements.  
	· Lessons in Comprehension, p. 107-109. 

	2
	Readers use a Venn diagram to compare and contrast fiction and nonfiction.
	· Nonfiction Reading Power, p. 59)

	Text Features

	3
	Readers identify and use the table of contents, glossary, and the index to locate information.
	· Lessons in Comprehension, p. 116-117

	4
	Readers identify visual features in nonfiction and their purposes in helping us understand the information.  
	· Lessons in Comprehension, p.  105-106

	5
	Readers notice textual features and understand they help us in identify important information.
	· Comprehension Toolkit – Activate and Connect, Lesson 4

	Determining Importance

	6
	Readers make decisions about what information is most important and can highlight just the important information in the text.
	· Using Picture Books to Teach ComprehensionStrategies, Lesson 23 pages 99-102. 
· Nonfiction Reading Power, p.  90-91

	7
	Readers decide between important vs. interesting information
	· Comprehension Toolkit – Determining Importance, Lesson __ page 36-43

	8
	Readers read not to memorize facts, but to read for the main or big ideas.
	· Comprehension Toolkit –Summarize and Synthesize, page 24-35.
· Comprehension Toolkit –Determining Importance pages 56-65
· Navigating Non-Fiction (Calkins) Vol. 1, pages 46-57; pages 94-97;


	9
	Readers learn to distinguish between facts and opinions that are presented in text.  
	· Comprehension Toolkit –Summarize and Synthesize, Lesson page 36-47.

	Text Structures

	10
	Readers identify how the nonfiction text is organized so that we can focus our reading for the main ideas and important details. 
	· Navigating Non-Fiction (Calkins) Vol.2 pages 5-13

	11
	Readers know that when texts are about 2 subjects, we can compare and contrast details about both subjects. 
	· Lessons in Comprehension, p. 110-111
· Teaching Students to Read Nonfiction: Grades 2-4 pages 62-67; pages 72-77

	12
	Readers identify cause and effect relationships between details in a text.
	· Lessons in Comprehension, p 110-111

· Teaching Students to Read Nonfiction-Grades 2-4 pages 132-137; pages 142-150.

	Note Taking

	13
	Readers make “boxes and bullets” to organize main ideas and details in a text. 
	· Navigating Non-Fiction (Calkins) Vol.1 pages 33-40

	14
	Readers can create a Fact/Question/Response organizer to jot down their new learnings and thoughts.
	· Charts
· Comprehension Toolkit

	15
	Readers can create a flow chart to show cause and effect relationships or problems and solutions.
	· Charts

	Summarizing/ParaphrasING

	16
	Readers chunk texts into sections and make their own headings to show what each section is mainly about.
	· Navigating Non-Fiction (Calkins) Vol.1 pages 33-40

· Comprehension Toolkit –Determining Importance, Lesson  pages 2-13. 

	17
	Readers paraphrase important information to put it into our own words so we can better understand it and to share information with partners.. 
	· Comprehension Toolkit –Summarize and Synthesize, Lesson page 2-13

	18
	Readers try to summarize the most important ideas in as few word as possible without losing the meaning of the text. 
	· Using Picture Books to Teach Comprehension Strategies – Lesson 30 pages 131-134. 
· Comprehension Toolkit –Summarize and Synthesize, page 48-59.


	Teaching others about what you have learned

	19
	Readers summarize what was read to a partner by outlining important facts of text with relevant supporting details.
	· Navigating Non-Fiction (Calkins) Vol.1 pages 66-75

	20
	Readers use voice and gestures to explain important ideas from the text to our partners.
	· Navigating Nonfiction (Calkins), Lesson 4

· Navigating Non-Fiction (Calkins) Vol.1 page 76-79; pages 80-93; pages 98-108

	Ask questions and find answers

	21
	Before readers begin reading, we ask, “What do I already know about this topic?”
	· Comprehension Toolkit-Activate and Connect pages 26-39.

	22
	Readers ask meaningful questions (thick vs. thin).
	· Newingham on website Comprehension Toolkit-Ask Questions page 26-39.

	23
	Readers use different strategies to find answers to their questions.
	· Comprehension Toolkit-Ask Questions page 12-25.

	Vocabulary

	24
	Readers use the glossary and context clues to determine the meaning of difficult words. 
	· Navigating Non-Fiction Calkins Vol.2 pages 68-75


	5th Grade

	#
	Teaching Point
	Resources

	LAUNCHING

	1
	Readers notice that fiction and nonfiction contain different elements.  (Comparing and Contrasting in Nonfiction Reading Power book p. 59)
	· www.slideshare.net, PowerPoint for fiction and non-fiction (9 slides),

· Stellaluna (fiction) and  “Bats” (nonfiction article)

· Venn-Diagram

· Nonfiction Reading Power  p. 51

· HM Theme 4

	TEXT FEATURES 

	2
	Readers notice how authors of nonfiction structure and organize material in a text, and the purpose of each feature.  
	· Comprehension Toolkit, Activate and Connect,  Lesson 4, 

· HM Theme 1

	3
	Readers of nonfiction preview the pages and features of the text to help them think about what they will learn. 

(Standard and Inferential Subheadings for example)
	· Comprehension Toolkit, Inferring and Visualizing, Lesson 13

· Minilessons in Comprehension 4-6 (Sigmon), p. 44

· HM Theme 1

	4
	Readers of Non-Fiction make a plan for how they will read the text. (Note Taking/Outlining using the title, heading, and details of a paragraph).    
	· Science and Social Studies textbooks and readers.

· HM Theme 2 and 6

	SCHEMA 

	5
	Readers of nonfiction activate prior knowledge by thinking about what they already know about the topic.  
	· T-Chart (What I Know, What I Learned)

	6
	Readers of nonfiction make connections as they read and formulate questions about their reading. (I know…... but how….)  
	

	DETERMINING IMPORTANCE

	7
	Readers of nonfiction stop and think about what information is important. (Readers distinguish between important information versus interesting details). 
	· Comprehension Toolkit – Determining Importance. Lesson 19, 

· HM Theme 4

	8
	Readers of nonfiction consider why specific information is important to their understanding of a topic.  
	· Comprehension Toolkit –Determining Importance, Lesson 16, 

	9
	Readers paraphrase important information to put the information into our own words so we better understand it. 
	· HM Theme 3

· Comprehension Toolkit

	ASKING QUESTIONS AND FINDING INFORMATION 

	10
	Readers ask questions to expand thinking and to understand big ideas.  (Main Ideas)
	· Comprehension Toolkit – Asking Questions, Lesson 9 

· HM Theme 3, 4, and 5

	11
	Readers learn to ask “Thick” questions that help them go deeper into the text.  (Teacher models “Thin” vs. Thick” questions)
	· Beth Newingham-Scholastic Website (Online Resource) 

· HM

	12
	Readers ask authentic questions and read to find the answers to their questions through inferring.  
	· Comprehension Toolkit, Inferring and Visualizing, Lesson 14

· HM Theme 

	13
	Readers understand that the purpose of reading nonfiction is to learn new information.  Reading with questions in mind helps us focus on coming to new learning.  
	· Comprehension Toolkit – Asking Questions, Lesson 8



	SUMMARIZING AND SYNTHESIZING

	14
	Readers learn how to paraphrase information into their own words
	· Comprehension Toolkit – Summarizing and Synthesizing, Lesson 22

· HM Theme 2/3

	15
	Readers learn to synthesize information to understand the bigger picture.
	· Comprehension Toolkit – Summarizing and Synthesizing, Lesson 24

· Theme 4

	
	To be continued
	· 
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