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The Road to Success: A New Project-Based Learning School for Girls in Detention
 This project seeks to develop expertise in project-based learning for the newly founded Road To Success Academy, a Los Angeles County Office of Education public school for incarcerated girls housed at two detention camps managed by the Los Angeles County Probation Department.  A new school and new curriculum was launched in September 2010, with an aim toward moving to project-based learning and unifying the entire site (with our partners from the Probation Department) to support student projects during and after school.  The launch has been very successful, with many educational and cultural shifts starting to take hold (along with peak student interest in thematic projects across the curriculum and dual classroom/Probation activities such as opening talking circles). However, faculty needs greater expertise in the advisory role that is at the core of project-based learning.  In addition, faculty needs a way to develop site-specific training curriculum (for faculty, staff and Probation Department partners) and that requires a significant amount of meeting and collaborative time.  The goal is that project-based learning will be deeply rooted at the site, a true partnership with Probation will emerge, faculty capacity to train on and learn more about project-based learning will be supported, and student success metrics will be positively impacted (including academic achievement, less violence or disruption at the site, positive transitions back to the community and success at creating and presenting their projects).
