FINAL: The Inquiry Project 

How can we create more dialogue around injustice in our community?
How can we use inquiry to affect change in our community?

Make a difference about something other than yourselves. 

- Toni Morrison
NAME:  
Group members (optional):

Objectives
· To investigate an injustice you genuinely care about

· To find and analyze credible sources for your investigations

· To write a persuasive letter to an authentic audience

· To teach others about ways we can create more justice in our society
· To synthesize ideas from our class themes, with your own personal experience and research
200 POINTS. *** IF YOU DO NOT COMPLETE THE INQUIRY PROJECT, YOU WILL NOT PASS THE CLASS, AND WILL THEREFORE HAVE TO RE-TAKE ENGLISH 9B

How will my presentation be graded?



Model Study

Take notes using the T chart below, writing down things that presentations do well, and things that presentations can improve upon.

	Model
	The Do’s:

WHAT MAKES A STRONG PRESENTATION


	The Don’ts:

WHAT MAKES A WEAK PRESENTATION



	Model 1: 
	
	

	Model 2:
	
	

	Model 3:


	
	


Persuasive Letter Checklist 

All of these items must be in your letter to earn at least a Proficient Score.  You may structure and organize items differently, but make sure your ideas flow together.  

· Hook:  anecdote of personal experience, interesting quote, statistic, question, etc.  

· Explanation of Injustice:  Explain injustice you are addressing.

· Purpose statement:  Explain reason for writing your target audience
· Argument:  Based on your research, what do you believe about this injustice?  How can your target audience help address this injustice?

· Support/Findings: Quotes and/or statistics from variety of sources, including interviews, articles, observations and personal experience

· Relevant Readings:  Explanation and quotes from readings from class and outside readings.
· Recommendations:  Explain what you recommend that your target audience do in order to create more justice for the topic you chose.  
Inquiry Presentation Action Plan

Before working on your presentation, figure out the necessary steps to be ready to present next week during Finals.
1. Which format are you choosing?  Why?

2. What materials do you need to gather?

3. Draw a sketch or create an outline of what your project will look like.

4. Use the Task Log on the next page to write down the necessary steps you need to take to complete your presentation.

	Date
	Time 

allotted
	Goal:  Create a specific, realistic goal to accomplish during this time.  
	Complete 

(10 points)
	Incomplete 

(5 points)
	Missing 

(0  points) 
	OFF TASK

 (- points)

	Example:

2/16/10
	30 minutes
	I will complete the works cited page of my research paper while a peer edits my paper
	
	
	
	

	Monday

June 6 – during class
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Monday

June 6 – afterschool
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tuesday

June 7 – during class
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tuesday

June 7 – afterschool
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wednesday

June 8 – during class
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wednesday

June 8 – afterschool
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Thursday

June 9 – 

during class
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Thursday

June 9 – 

afterschool
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Friday

June 10 – 

during class
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Friday

June 10 – 

afterschool


	
	Rehearse project with peer and/or teacher audience.
	
	
	
	

	Weekend


	
	
	
	
	
	

	My day to present:


	3 minutes 
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Points =


	
	
	
	


Presentation’s use visuals and audio is incomplete





Presentation uses basic visuals and audio to fill in time





Presentation uses visuals and audio to make audience interested





Presentation utilizes a variety of visuals/audio to inspire audience to action





Engaging presentation 





Sources are irrelevant and unreliable





Sources are relevant but not the most reliable sources; or vice-versa





Sources are relevant and reliable





Sources are strongly connected to topic and highly credible





Well-supported: Credible and relevant sources





CRITERIA





ADVANCED	              PROFICIENT               BASIC                BELOW BASIC





Audience recognizes good confidence from speaker, thru volume, presence and eye contact





Audience easily recognizes speaker’s confidence thru volume, presence, and eye contact 





Audience senses little-no confidence; volume, presence, eye contact is lacking





Audience can sense some confidence; volume, presence, eye contact inconsistent 





Presenter’s inquiry is incomplete





Presenter only begins to address questions





Presenter makes strong recommendations based on findings





Presenter teaches audience something original and new through his/her findings





Author asks inappropriate questions





Author asks basic questions about justice





Author asks challenging questions that address the idea of justice





Author asks questions that address a clear problem and solution to problem





Audience senses that author does not enjoy topic





Audience is not sure why author chose topic





Audience sees author has interest in topic, based on use of experience and emotion





Reader can easily see how author is connected to topic, based on use of experience and emotion





Confidence, poise and command of audience





Persuasive Ideas that synthesize findings








Thoughtful purpose and relevant audience





Genuine interest in topic








