
Inquiry Model Comparison Chart 
Critical Thinking 
Institute – Inquiry  
UCLA Lab School 
(Information Literacy) 

Inquiry Circles  
 
Daniels & 
Harvey 

Project Based 
Learning  
Buck Institute 

Stripling Model  
 
(Primary Sources) 

Critical Cycle 
 
Paulo Freire 

The Inquiry Cycle 
UC Berkley 
Barbara Wright 

Begin the Process  
 

Immerse Driving Question 
or Challenge 

Connect Generative 
Theme(s) 

Question & 
Theorize 

Questioning Need to Know Wonder Problem Posing Hypothesize 

Identify & Collect 
 

Investigate Inquiry & 
Innovation 

Investigate Dialogue Investigate 

Evaluate 21st Century 
Skills 

Analyze 

Sensemaking, 
Reflect and Refine 

Coalesce Student Voice 
and Choice 

Construct Problem Solving Sythesize & 
Model 

Feedback & 
Revision 

Express 

Use Information 
Assess the Process 
Taking Action 

Go Public Publicly 
Presented 
Product 

Action 
Personal/ 
Societal level 

Extend 

Reflect 


